
Positive speculation about vaccination 

 

This is the first time in 10 months that I feel relatively confident in being able to predict 

what will have happened by the time you are reading this.  The practice has had a frantic 

last 2 weeks and as a result by the end of January we will have vaccinated all of our patients 

over 80 and the majority of patients in the next 2 groups; patients over 70 and those with 

clinical conditions that make them extremely vulnerable.  As I write, we have run 7 clinics in 

the last week and visited all our housebound patients to give them a vaccine.  This has been 

a remarkable piece of work involving everyone at the surgery and working closely with our 

neighbouring practices in Cullompton.  For those offered the vaccine there has been almost 

100% acceptance and an enormous thank you to everyone who made the clinics run so well 

– nobody missed appointments and flow through the clinics was smooth and extremely safe. 

 

By the end of January, a mass vaccination centre will have opened at Westpoint.  Patients 

will receive letters offering them an appointment for a first vaccination and I would 

encourage you to take this up unless you are already booked in for a clinic with Wyndham 

House.  As always within the NHS, the connection between national and local organisation is 

not as coordinated as we would hope for.  Vaccine delivery to GP practices has been 

unpredictable.  We were due to receive our first delivery in mid-December and this was 

cancelled at very short notice.  We then waited for 4 weeks with no news until, like the 

proverbial bus, we received 3 deliveries in 8 days.  The opening of Westpoint is likely to 

affect our vaccine supply and so the timetable for our clinics in February remains 

unpredictable.  Up until now we have been phoning patients to arrange appointments but 

moving forward into the younger groups, we will take advantage of this population being 

more accessible by mobile phone and email. Please ensure that the contact details we have 

on your notes are up to date.  When we receive supplies, we will be sending texts and 

emails to patients asking them to book appointments.  You will receive either a letter, a text 

or an email (possibly all three), please follow the instructions to book your vaccine at the 

earliest opportunity for you. It is important to reiterate that everyone requires two doses of 

the vaccine.  The current plan is for these to be 12 weeks apart and so we will be running 

second dose clinics in April.  Please do not ring the surgery asking for details about 

vaccination, wait for us to contact you. 

 

Whilst relatively confident about predicting what will happen in the next two weeks, I will 

not chance my clairvoyancy any further.  Covid is going to be with us for some time and 

Devon has been extremely lucky so far.  ‘Hands, Face, Space’ rules remain the most 

important weapon against the spread of the virus.  However, the enormous positive and 

universal uptake of the vaccine, along with the successful delivery during January, leaves me 

feeling very positive about the months ahead.  

 

Anthony O’Brien, Wyndham House Surgery 


